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National Caucus of
Environmental Legislators

President Joseph R. Biden
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Endangered Species Act (“the Act™), one of the most
successful conservation laws ever enacted by any nation. The Act has prevented the extinction of
over 99% of wildlife and plant species under its care including the bald eagle, humpback whale,
gray wolf, California condor, and Tennessee purple coneflower. These successes are part of why
surveys repeatedly show that 90% of the American public is in support of the Act.

As our country commemorates the Act’s 50th anniversary and its extraordinary achievements, an
existential species crisis endangers all life on our planet. Globally, over 1 million species face
extinction including 41% of amphibians, 27% of mammals, and 13% of birds. In North America
alone, over 3 billion birds have disappeared since 1970, and one-third of all species in the United
States are at risk of extinction. Species extinctions have cascading impacts, compromising our food
systems through the loss of pollinating insects, our health and well-being through the loss of access
to nature, and nature’s ability to store carbon and clean our air and water through the loss of intact
ecosystems.

At a time when we should be strengthening the Act to prevent this unprecedented pace and scale of
species loss, there are efforts underway to undermine the Act’s effectiveness. These include
proposals to cut funding for species recovery, delist species, remove protections for currently listed
species, and prevent agencies from restricting substances such as rodenticides and lead that are
harmful to endangered species.

Now more than ever, a strong commitment of support for endangered species recovery is needed
from all levels of government. As state legislators, we recognize the key role states play in
recovering endangered species. Strong state action can help prevent federal listings, provide
additional resources to federally-listed species protection efforts, and promote regional and
ecosystem-wide cooperation. States are also particularly well-situated to address species loss, as
they possess local knowledge and expertise to steward endangered plant and animal species within
their borders.

However, states cannot and must not do this work alone. The federal Act remains imperative for
supporting endangered species recovery. In order for states to continue their crucial role in
protecting and recovering endangered species within their borders, we must have support and
partnership from the federal government. To this end, we ask that your administration take the
following actions:

e Restore the Act's Regulations to their Pre-2019 Levels of Protection: Ensure that the
Act’s regulations protect species as adequately as they did before 2019. This would include
removing the “as a whole” language from Section 7 of the Act that allows for the destruction
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of critical habitat as long as the total destruction of critical habitat is avoided. It would also
include clarifying the unnecessary confusion that results from Section 7’s “environmental
baseline” language, and reversing changes made to section 424.11(e) that allow plants and
animals to be prematurely delisted.

e Secure Permanent Funding for Species Recovery: Advocate for greater endangered
species funding in the annual Omnibus Spending Bill and forthcoming Farm Bill, and
support the passage of Recovering America’s Wildlife Act with at least 15% of funds going to
endangered species recovery. In addition, secure permanent and increased funding for
federal programs that already support endangered species recovery such as the Cooperative
Endangered Species Conservation Fund (CESCF).

e Adopt a National Biodiversity Strategy and Biodiversity-Focused National Nature
Assessment: Be the first Administration in U.S. history to develop a National Biodiversity
Strategy, as over 350 state legislators called for in 2022, while supporting a
biodiversity-focused National Nature Assessment. We ask that both the Strategy and
Assessment result in recommendations that are state-relevant and provide specific
pathways for state action and involvement on endangered species recovery.

e Adopta Whole-Of-Government Approach to Species Recovery: Encourage coordination
between all levels of federal government on endangered species recovery, while also
encouraging better coordination between federal, state, and Tribal governments. This
includes encouraging all federal agencies to embrace their long-neglected requirement
found in Section 7 to prioritize the conservation and recovery of endangered species.

e Prioritize Tribal Consultation During Species Recovery: Prioritize free, prior, and
informed consent with Tribal governments when recovering endangered species while
honoring federal trust obligations to Tribal communities. Incorporate indigenous
knowledge and practices into species recovery efforts while safeguarding the rights and
needs of Indigenous peoples.

Creating a coordinated strategy for endangered species recovery -supported by research, robust
funding, and meaningful involvement from all levels of government- will give endangered species a
fighting chance in the face of our impending biodiversity crisis. The Biden Administration is proving
itself as a climate champion but stemming the biodiversity loss must go hand-in-hand with these
efforts, as the climate and biodiversity crises are inherently intertwined. A liveable planet is not
possible without the intact ecosystems and species that support all life.

Signed,

Alaska Representative Andy Josephson Arizona Senator Rosanna Gabaldon
(AK-013) (AZ-021)

Alaska Senator Scott Kawasaki Arizona Representative Jennifer Longdon
(AK-000P) (AZ-005)

Alaska Senator Loki Gale Tobin Arizona Senator Juan Mendez

(AK-0001D) (AZ-008)
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Arizona Representative Athena Salman
(AZ-008)

Arizona Representative Mariana Sandoval
(AZ-023)

Arizona Senator Priya Sundareshan
(AZ-018)

Colorado Representative Meg Froelich
(CO-003)

Colorado Representative Lorena Garcia
(CO-035)

Colorado Representative Junie Joseph
(CO-010)

Colorado Representative Chris deGruy
Kennedy
(CO-030)

Colorado Representative Cathy Kipp
(CO-052)

Colorado Speaker Julie McCluskie
(CO-013)

Colorado Representative Barbara McLachlan
(CO-059)

Colorado Senator Kevin Priola
(CO-013)

Colorado Representative Emily Sirota
(CO-009)

Colorado Representative Alex Valdez
(CO-005)

Colorado Representative Elizabeth Velasco
(CO-057)
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Connecticut Representative Lucy Dathan
(CT-142)

Connecticut Representative Eleni DeGraw
(CT-017)

Connecticut Senator Bob Duff
(CT-025)

Connecticut Representative Kevin Ryan
(CT-139)

Connecticut Representative Kerry Wood
(CT-029)

Delaware Senator Stephanie Hansen
(DE-010)

Delaware Representative Debra Heffernan
(DE-006)

Florida Representative Lindsay Cross
(FL-060)

Georgia Senator Jason Esteves
(GA-006)

Georgia Representative Marvin Lim
(GA-098)

Georgia Senator Nikki Merritt
(GA-009)

Georgia Representative Kim Schofield
(GA-063)

Hawaii Senator Joy San Buenaventura
(HI-002)

Hawaii Senator Mike Gabbard
(HI-021)
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Hawaii Representative Andrew Garrett
(HI-022)

Hawaii Senator Lorraine Inouye
(HI-001)

Hawaii Representative Lisa Marten
(HI-051)

Hawaii Representative Amy Perruso
(HI-046)

Hawaii Senator Karl Rhoads
(HI-013)

Iowa Senator Claire Celsi
(1A-016)

lowa Representative Chuck Isenhart
(1A-072)

Iowa Representative Art Staed
(1A-080)

Idaho Senator Melissa Wintrow
(ID-019)

[llinois Representative Kelly Cassidy
(IL-014)

Illinois Representative Michelle Mussman
(IL-056)

Indiana Representative Maureen Bauer
(IN-006)

Indiana Representative Sue Errington
(IN-034)

Indiana Senator ].D. Ford
(IN-029)
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Indiana Representative Carolyn Jackson
(IN-001)

Kentucky Representative Nina Kulkarni
(KY-040)

Maine Representative Poppy Arford
(ME-101)

Maine Representative Art Bell
(ME-103)

Maine Senator Nicole Grohoski
(ME-007)

Maine Representative Michele Meyer
(ME-150)

Maine Representative Maggie O’Neil
(ME-129

Maine Senator Joe Rafferty
(ME-034)

Maine Representative Dan Sayre
(ME-135)

Massachusetts Senator Jamie Eldridge
(MA-Senate Middlesex and Worcester
District)

Massachusetts Representative Sean Garballey
(MA- House 23rd Middlesex)

Massachusetts Representative Kathleen
LaNatra
(MA-House 12th Plymouth)

Massachusetts Representative David LeBoeuf
(MA-House 17th Worcester)

Massachusetts Representative Jack Lewis
(MA-Massachusetts House 7th Middlesex)
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Massachusetts Senator Michael Moore
(MA-Senate Second Worcester)

Massachusetts Representative Tram Nguyen
(MA-House 18th Essex)

Massachusetts Representative Steven Owens
(MA-House 29th Middlesex)

Maryland Senator Benjamin Brooks
(MD-010)

Maryland Delegate Julie Palakovich Carr
(MD-017)

Maryland Delegate Lorig Charkouddian
(MD-020)

Maryland Senator Sarah Elfreth
(MD-030)

Maryland Senator Brian Feldman
(MD-015)

Maryland Delegate Diana Fennell
(MD-047A)

Maryland Delegate Linda Foley
(MD-015)

Maryland Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo
(MD-015)

Maryland Delegate Michele Guyton
(MD-042B)

Maryland Senator Benjamin Kramer
(MD-019)

Maryland Delegate Mary Lehman
(MD-021)
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Maryland Delegate Sheila Ruth
(MD-44B)

Maryland Delegate Jheanelle Wilkins
(MD-020)

Maryland Senator Karen Lewis Young
(MD-003)

Michigan Representative Kara Hope
(MI-074)

Minnesota Representative Rick Hansen
(MN-053B)

Minnesota Senator Foung Hawj
(MN-067)

Minnesota Representative Sydney Jordan
(MN-060A)

Minnesota Senator Mary Kunesh
(MN-039)

Minnesota Representative Tina Liebling
(MN-024B)

Minnesota Representative Jerry Newton
(MN-035B)

Mississippi Senator Hillman Frazier
(MS-027)

Missouri Representative LaDonna Applebaum
(M0-071)

Montana Senator Ellie Boldman
(MT-045)

Montana Senator Mary Ann Dunwell
(MT-042)

* www.ncelenviro.org ¢ 1100 H Street NW, Suite 600 ¢ Washington, DC 20005



National Caucus of Environmental Legislators

Montana Senator Janet Ellis
(MT-041)

Montana Senator Andrea Olsen
(MT-050)

Nevada Assemblymember Bilbray-Axelrod
(NV-034)

Nevada Assemblymember Tracy Brown-May
(NV-042)

Nevada Assemblymember Cecelia Gonzalez
(NV-016)

Nevada Assemblymember Howard Watts
(NV-015)

Nevada Assemblymember Steve Yeager
(NV-009)

New Hampshire Senator David Watters
(NH-004)

New Hampshire Representative Susan Almy
(NH-House Grafton 17)

New Hampshire Representative Fred Davis
(NH-House Hillsborough 03)

New Hampshire Representative Sherry Dutzy
(NH-House Hillsborough 06)

New Hampshire Representative Jessica
LaMontagne

(NH-House Strafford 17)

New Hampshire Representative David Preece
(NH-House Hillsborough 17)

New Hampshire Representative Ellen Read
(NH-House Rockingham 10)
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New Hampshire Representative Brian
Sullivan
(NH-House Sullivan 01)

New Jersey Senator Bob Smith
(NJ-017)

New Mexico Senator Brenda McKenna
(NM-009)

New Mexico Senator Harold Pope
(NM-023)

New Mexico Senator Antoinette Sedillo Lopez
(NM-016)

New Mexico Senator Benny Shendo
(NM-022)

New Mexico Senator Liz Stefanics
(NM-039)

New Mexico Senator Jeff Steinborn
(NM-036)

New Mexico Senator Mimi Stewart
(NM-017)

New Mexico Senator Bill Tallman
(NM-018)

New Mexico Representative Joanne Ferrary
(NM-037)

New Mexico representative Dayan
Hochman-Vigil
(NM-015)

New Mexico Representative Andrea Romero
(NM-046)

New Mexico Debbie Sarinana
(NM-021)
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New York Senator Liz Krueger
(NY-028)

New York Assemblymember Harvey Epstein
(NY-074)

New York Assemblymember Deborah Glick
(NY-066)

New York Assemblymember Jessica
Gonzalez-Rojas
(NY-034)

New York Assemblymember Amy Paulin
(NY-088)

New York Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal
(NY-067)

New York Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon
(NY-052)

New York Assemblymember Fred Thiele
(NY-001)

New York Assemblymember Monica Wallace
(NY-143)

North Carolina Representative Eric Ager
(NC-114)

North Carolina Representative Cynthia Ball
(NC-049)

North Carolina Representative Pricey
Harrison
(NC-061)

North Carolina Representative Lindsey
Prather
(NC-115)
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North Carolina Representative Renee Price
(NC-050)

North Carolina Representative Diamond
Staton-Williams
(NC-073)

North Carolina Representative Julie Von
Haefen
(NC-036)

North Dakota Senator Tim Mathern
(ND-011)

Ohio Representative Tavia Galonski
(OH-033)

Ohio Representative Daniel Troy
(OH-023)

Oklahoma Senator Mary Boren
(OK-016)

Oklahoma Senator Mauree Turner
(OK-088)

Oklahoma Senator George Young
(OK-048)

Oregon Representative Dacia Grayber
(OR-028)

Oregon Representative Zach Hudson
(OR-049)

Oregon Senator James Manning
(OR-007)

Pennsylvania Representative Tim Briggs
(PA-149)

Pennsylvania Representative Mary Jo Daley
(PA-148)
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Pennsylvania Representative Nancy Guenst
(PA-152)

Pennsylvania Representative MaryLouise
Isaacson
(PA-175)

Pennsylvania Senator Katie Muth
(PA-044)

Pennsylvania Representative Greg Vitali
(PA-166)

Rhode Island Representative Cheri Cruz
(RI-058)

Rhode Island Senator Alana DiMario
(RI-036)

Rhode Island Representative Susan Donovan
(RI-069)

Rhode Island Representative Art Handy
(RI-018)

Rhode Island Representative David Morales
(RI-007)

Rhode Island Representative Teresa Tanzi
(RI-034)

Rhode Island Senator Bridget Valverde
(RI-035)

South Carolina Representative Annie
McDaniel
(SC-041)

South Dakota Representative Kameron
Nelson
(SD-010)
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Texas Representative Penny Morales Shaw
(TX-148)

Texas Representative Erin Zwiener
(TX-045)

Utah Representative Gay Bennion
(UT-041)

Utah Senator Nate Blouin
(UT-013)

Utah Representative Joel Briscoe
(UT-041)

Utah Representative Rosemary Lesser
(UT-010)

Utah representative Angela Romero
(UT-025)

Utah Representative Mark Wheatley
(UT-035)

Virginia Senator Creigh Deeds
(VA-025)

Virginia Delegate Patrick Hope
(VA-047)

Virginia Delegate Paul Krizek
(VA-044)

Virginia Delegate Sam Rasoul
(VA-011)

Virginia Senator Scott Surovell
(VA-036)

Vermont Representative Peter Anthony
(VT-084)
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Vermont Representative Sarita Austin
(VT-036)

Vermont Representative Michelle Bos-Lun
(VT-092)

Vermont Representative Sara Coffey
(VT-090)

Vermont Representative Esme Cole
(VT-105)

Vermont Representative Leonora Dodge
(VT-040)

Vermont Representative Bobby Farlice-Rubio
(VT-013)

Vermont Representative Jill Krowinski
(VT-016)

Vermont Representative Kate Lalley
(VT-023)

Vermont Representative Jim Masland
(VT-108)

Vermont Representative Carole Ode
(VT-035)

Vermont Representative Avram Patt
(VT-058)

Vermont Senator Andrew Perchlik
(VT-011)

Vermont Representative Monique Priestley
(VT-060)

Vermont Representative Barbara Rachelson
(VT-031)
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Vermont Representative Mike Rice
(VT-012)

Vermont Representative Larry Satcowitz
(VT-063)

Vermont Representative Robin Scheu
(VT-001)

Vermont Representative Amy Sheldon
(VT-001)

Vermont Representative Dara Torre
(VT-083)

Washington Representative Mia Gregerson
(WA-033)

Washington Senator Sam Hunt
(WA-022)

Wisconsin Representative Jill Billings
(WI-095)

Wisconsin Representative Alex Joers
(WI-079)

Wisconsin Senator Kelda Roys
(WI-026)

Wisconsin Representative Christine Sinicki
(WI-020)

Wisconsin Representative Shelia Stubbs
(WI-077)

Wisconsin Senator Lena Taylor
(WI-004)
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