
September 26, 2023

Honorable Jennifer Granholm
Secretary
U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585

Re: Docket Number EERE–2017–BT–STD–0019

Dear Secretary Granholm:

As state legislators with environmental priorities, we are writing in support of the Department of Energy’s
proposal to increase the efficiency levels of both electric, gas-fired, and oil-fired consumer water heaters.
Outdated, inefficient water heaters generate high energy bills that particularly burden lower-income
households and emit millions of tons of avoidable climate emissions and other pollutants that harm both
the environment and human health. We agree with the agency’s findings that adopting this proposed rule
would simultaneously save consumers money on their monthly energy bills while also benefiting the
planet and human health by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other dangerous pollutants.

The adoption of strong appliance and equipment standards is integral to the United States achieving its
climate goals. The Appliance Standards Awareness Project’s report, A Powerful Priority, demonstrates
how updating standards for 47 products could cut cumulative carbon dioxide emissions by 1.5-2.9 billion
metric tons by 2050. Of these products, water heaters represent the largest potential for emissions1

reductions. Given the administration’s goals around decarbonization and achieving a net-zero economy by
2050, it is crucial to prioritize the completion of these efficiency standards.

The proposed standards would reduce carbon dioxide emissions by more than 500 million metric tons
over 30 years of sales, helping put us on track to meet U.S. climate goals. They would also reduce
emissions of nitrogen oxides—which cause asthma attacks, cardiovascular disease, and even premature
death—by 988,000 tons, and avert 4,541 thousand tons of methane emissions as well.

Water heating bills are one of the biggest energy expenses for most households—thus, increasing water
heaters efficiency would go a long way towards easing energy burdens. The proposed standards would
reduce energy bills for households with electric storage water heaters by $238 per year on average relative
to the current standards; for gas storage and gas instantaneous water heaters, consumers would save $19
and $22 per year, respectively. These bill savings would particularly benefit low-income households,
which spend three times more of their income on energy costs compared to non-low-income households.
DOE estimates that for low-income households affected by the proposed standard for electric storage
water heaters, the cost of improved efficiency would pay back in lower bills within 1.3 years on average.

As state legislators, we work daily to ensure the public health, economic well-being, and future of our
constituents. We urge DOE to swiftly finalize this proposed rule for consumer water heaters that would
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants that harm both our planet and human
health, while simultaneously providing substantial utility bill savings for U.S. consumers. Thank you for
considering this input.

1 Mauer, J., and A. deLaski. 2020. A Powerful Priority: How Appliance Standards Can Help Meet U.S. Climate
Goals and Save Consumers Money. Washington, DC: ACEEE; Boston: ASAP.
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Signed,

Nevada Assembly Member Howard Watts
(NV-15)

Alaska Representative Zack Fields
(AK-17)

Colorado Senator Chris Hansen
(CO-31)

Alaska Representative Andy Josephson
(AK-13)

Colorado Senator Dafna Michaelson Jenet
(CO-21)

Arizona Representative Oscar De Los Santos
(AZ-11)

Connecticut Representative Aundre Bumgardner
(CT-41)

Arizona Representative Athena Salman
(AZ-8)

Connecticut Representative Jane Garibay
(CT-60)

Arizona Senator Priya Sundareshan
(AZ-18)

Connecticut Representative Sarah Keitt
(CT-134)

Colorado Representative Andrew Boesenecker
(CO-53)

Connecticut Representative David Michel
(CT-146)

Colorado Representative Kyle Brown
(CO-12)

Connecticut Senator Bob Duff
(CT-25)

Colorado Representative Meg Froelich
(CO-3)

Delaware Representative Paul Baumbach
(DE-23)

Colorado Representative Junie Joseph
(CO-10)

Delaware Representative Madinah Wilson-Anton
(DE-26)

Colorado Representative Julie McCluskie
(CO-13)

Florida Representative Lindsay Cross
(FL-60)

Colorado Representative Emily Sirota
(CO-9)

Florida Representative Anna Eskamani
(FL-42)

Colorado Representative Tammy Story
(CO-25)

Georgia Representative Becky Evans
(GA-89)

Colorado Representative Brianna Titone
(CO-27)

Georgia Representative Regina Lewis-Ward
(GA-115)

Colorado Representative Elizabeth Velasco
(CO-57)

Georgia Representative Marvin Lim
(GA-98)

Colorado Representative Stephanie Vigil
(CO-16)

Georgia Representative Kim Schofield
(GA-63)

Colorado Representative Steven Woodrow
(CO-2)

Georgia Senator Jason Esteves
(GA-6)

Colorado Senator Lisa Cutter
(CO-20)

Hawaii Representative Andrew Garrett
(HI-22)
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Hawaii Representative Nicole Lowen
(HI-7)

Maine Representative Sophia Warren
(ME-124)

Hawaii Representative Lisa Marten
(HI-51)

Maine Representative Stanley Zeigler
(ME-40)

Hawaii Representative Amy Perruso
(HI-46)

Maine Senator Nicole Grohoski
(ME-7)

Hawaii Senator Chris Lee
(HI-25)

Maryland Delegate Lorig Charkoudian
(MD-20)

Hawaii Senator Karl Rhoads
(HI-13)

Maryland Delegate Bonnie Cullison
(MD-19)

Illinois Representative Anna Moeller
(IL-43)

Maryland Delegate Linda Foley
(MD-15)

Illinois Representative Michelle Mussman
(IL-56)

Maryland Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo
(MD-15)

Illinois Senator Cristina Castro
(IL-22)

Maryland Delegate Anne Healey
(MD-22)

Illinois Senator Laura Fine
(IL-9)

Maryland Delegate Jeffrie Long
(MD-027B)

Illinois Senator Rachel Ventura
(IL-43)

Maryland Delegate David Moon
(MD-20)

Indiana Representative Matt Pierce
(IN-61)

Maryland Delegate Julie Palakovich Carr
(MD-17)

Indiana Representative Vernon Smith
(IN-14)

Maryland Delegate Sheila Ruth
(MD-044B)

Iowa Senator Eric Giddens
(IA-38)

Maryland Senator Brian Feldman
(MD-15)

Maine Representative Arthur Bell
(ME-103)

Maryland Senator Jeff Waldstreicher
(MD-18)

Maine Representative Margaret Craven
(ME-93)

Massachusetts Representative Tram Nguyen
(MA-41)

Maine Representative Janice Dodge
(ME-39)

Massachusetts Representative Steven Owens
(MA-87)

Maine Representative Victoria Doudera
(ME-41)

Massachusetts Representative Angelo Puppolo
(MA-55)

Maine Representative Valli Geiger
(ME-42)

Massachusetts Representative Lindsay Sabadosa
(MA-56)

Maine Representative Laurie Osher
(ME-25)

Massachusetts Senator Cynthia Creem
(MA-17)
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Massachusetts Senator James Eldridge
(MA-12)

Nevada Assembly Member Selena La Rue Hatch
(NV-25)

Massachusetts Senator Michael Moore
(MA-8)

Nevada Assembly Member Brittney Miller
(NV-5)

Michigan Representative Laurie Pohutsky
(MI-17)

Nevada Assembly Member Erica Mosca
(NV-14)

Minnesota Representative Rick Hansen
(MN-053B)

Nevada Assembly Member David Orentlicher
(NV-20)

Minnesota Representative Kaohly Her
(MN-064A)

Nevada Assembly Member Shondra Summers-Armstrong
(NV-6)

Minnesota Representative Frank Hornstein
(MN-061A)

Nevada Assembly Member Clara Thomas
(NV-17)

Minnesota Representative Sydney Jordan
(MN-060A)

Nevada Assembly Member Selena Torres
(NV-3)

Minnesota Representative Larry Kraft
(MN-046A)

Nevada Assembly Member Steve Yeager
(NV-9)

Minnesota Representative Jerry Newton
(MN-035B)

Nevada Senator Fabian Donate
(NV-10)

Minnesota Senator Jim Abeler
(MN-35)

Nevada Senator Roberta Lange
(NV-7)

Mississippi Senator Hillman Frazier
(MS-27)

Nevada Senator Rochelle Nguyen
(NV-3)

Montana Senator Mary Ann Dunwell
(MT-42)

Nevada Senator Julie Pazina
(NV-12)

Montana Senator Janet Ellis
(MT-41)

Nevada Senator Pat Spearman
(NV-1)

Montana Senator Shannon O'Brien
(MT-46)

New Hampshire Representative Susan Almy
(NH-058F)

Nevada Assembly Member Natha Anderson
(NV-30)

New Hampshire Representative Sherry Dutzy
(NH-65)

Nevada Assembly Member Tracy Brown-May
(NV-42)

New Hampshire Representative Jessica LaMontagne
(NH-191)

Nevada Assembly Member Lesley Cohen
(NV-29)

New Hampshire Representative Rebecca McWilliams
(NH-134F)

Nevada Assembly Member Reuben D'Silva
(NV-28)

New Hampshire Representative Maria Perez
(NH-102)

Nevada Assembly Member Michelle Gorelow
(NV-35)

New Hampshire Representative Ellen Read
(NH-144)
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New Hampshire Representative Brian Sullivan
(NH-196)

North Carolina Representative Pricey Harrison
(NC-61)

New Hampshire Representative Wendy Thomas
(NH-71)

North Carolina Representative Renee Price
(NC-50)

New Hampshire Senator Cindy Rosenwald
(NH-13)

North Carolina Representative Caleb Rudow
(NC-116)

New Hampshire Senator David Watters
(NH-4)

North Carolina Representative Diamond Staton-Williams
(NC-73)

New Jersey Assembly Member Mila Jasey
(NJ-27)

North Carolina Representative Julie Von Haefen
(NC-36)

New Jersey Senator Bob Smith
(NJ-17)

North Dakota Senator Tim Mathern
(ND-11)

New Mexico Representative Tara Lujan
(NM-48)

Ohio Representative Juanita Brent
(OH-22)

New Mexico Representative Kristina Ortez
(NM-42)

Ohio Representative Tavia Galonski
(OH-33)

New Mexico Representative Debra Sariñana
(NM-21)

Ohio Representative Mary Lightbody
(OH-4)

New Mexico Senator Gerald Ortiz y Pino
(NM-12)

Oklahoma Senator George Young
(OK-48)

New Mexico Senator Harold Pope
(NM-23)

Oregon Senator Janeen Sollman
(OR-15)

New Mexico Senator Mimi Stewart
(NM-17)

Pennsylvania Representative Tim Briggs
(PA-149)

New York Assembly Member Patricia Fahy
(NY-109)

Pennsylvania Representative Danielle Otten
(PA-155)

New York Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal
(NY-67)

Pennsylvania Representative Christopher Rabb
(PA-200)

New York Assembly Member MaryJane Shimsky
(NY-92)

Pennsylvania Representative Greg Vitali
(PA-166)

New York Assembly Member Al Stirpe
(NY-127)

Pennsylvania Senator Carolyn Comitta
(PA-19)

New York Assembly Member Fred Thiele
(NY-1)

Pennsylvania Senator Katie Muth
(PA-44)

New York Senator Roxanne Persaud
(NY-19)

Puerto Rico Senator William Villafañe Ramos
(PR-At-large)

North Carolina Representative Maria Cervania
(NC-41)

Rhode Island Representative Terri Cortvriend
(RI-72)
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Rhode Island Representative Arthur Handy
(RI-18)

Vermont Representative Sara Coffey
(VT-90)

Rhode Island Representative Rebecca Kislak
(RI-4)

Vermont Representative Esme Cole
(VT-105)

Rhode Island Representative Michelle McGaw
(RI-71)

Vermont Representative Bobby Farlice-Rubio
(VT-13)

Rhode Island Representative Teresa Tanzi
(RI-34)

Vermont Representative Noah Hyman
(VT-25)

Rhode Island Senator Alana DiMario
(RI-36)

Vermont Representative James Masland
(VT-108)

Rhode Island Senator Dawn Euer
(RI-13)

Vermont Representative Jubilee McGill
(VT-5)

Rhode Island Senator Pamela Lauria
(RI-32)

Vermont Representative Kate Nugent
(VT-27)

South Carolina Representative Annie McDaniel
(SC-41)

Vermont Representative Mike Rice
(VT-12)

Texas Representative Penny Morales Shaw
(TX-148)

Vermont Representative Mary-Katherine Stone
(VT-31)

Texas Representative Erin Zwiener
(TX-45)

Vermont Representative Dara Torre
(VT-83)

Utah Representative Gay Bennion
(UT-41)

Vermont Representative Jonathan Williams
(VT-84)

Utah Representative Joel Briscoe
(UT-24)

Vermont Senator Alison Clarkson
(VT-13)

Utah Representative Rosemary Lesser
(UT-10)

Vermont Senator Martine Gulick
(VT-5)

Utah Representative Mark Wheatley
(UT-35)

Vermont Senator Virginia Lyons
(VT-15)

Vermont Representative Sarah Austin
(VT-36)

Vermont Senator Anne Watson
(VT-11)

Vermont Representative Mollie Burke
(VT-97)

Vermont Senator Rebecca White
(VT-13)

Vermont Representative Tesha Buss
(VT-104)

Virginia Delegate Elizabeth Guzman
(VA-31)

Vermont Representative R. Scott Campbell
(VT-16)

Virginia Delegate Patrick Hope
(VA-47)

Vermont Representative Ela Chapin
(VT-86)

Virginia Delegate Kaye Kory
(VA-38)
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Virginia Delegate Sam Rasoul
(VA-11)

Washington Senator Marko Liias
(WA-21)

Virginia Delegate Kathy Tran
(VA-42)

Washington Senator Sharon Shewmake
(WA-42)

Virginia Senator R. Creigh Deeds
(VA-25)

Wisconsin Representative Jill Billings
(WI-95)

Virginia Senator Barbara Favola
(VA-31)

Wisconsin Representative Francesca Hong
(WI-76)

Virginia Senator Ghazala Hashmi
(VA-10)

Wisconsin Representative Alex Joers
(WI-79)

Virginia Senator Scott Surovell
(VA-36)

Wisconsin Representative Supreme Moore Omokunde
(WI-17)

Washington Representative Davina Duerr
(WA-1)

Wisconsin Representative Shelia Stubbs
(WI-77)

Washington Representative Roger Goodman
(WA-45)

Wisconsin Representative Lisa Subeck
(WI-78)

Washington Representative Mia Gregerson
(WA-33)

Wisconsin Senator Kelda Roys
(WI-26)

Washington Representative Steve Tharinger
(WA-24)
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