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December 13, 2022

Dear Senate Majority Leader Schumer, House Speaker Pelosi, Senate Minority Leader McConnell, House
Majority Leader Hoyer, Senator Heinrich, Senator Blunt, Representative Dingell, and colleagues,

We, 163 state legislators from 36 states, call on Congress to ensure dedicated funding for states, territories
and tribes to protect and recover endangered and threatened species at the sub-national level. Proactive
conservation measures are needed to address the nation's ongoing wildlife crisis.

The United States contains many unique species that are found nowhere else in the world. Some of these
species are flourishing, yet many are in dire need of assistance. State fish and wildlife agencies have
identified more than 12,000 species that may become extinct unless there is human intervention. These
species’ risk of extinction is projected to increase as the threats of climate change and habitat loss are
exacerbated.

States have developed State Wildlife Action Plans at the request of Congress, outlining necessary
conservation actions to assess the health of their fish and wildlife populations. However, the funding that
states receive through the federal State and Tribal Wildlife Grants program is insufficient to manage the
over 12,000 at risk species. The current funding, $56 million in 2022, is only a small fraction of what is
needed to save these species. In contrast, state fish and wildlife biologists estimate that funding 75% of
necessary conservation efforts would be $1.3 billion annually for states and $97.5 million for tribes. It is
vital that funding match the magnitude of the challenge at hand.

We have a proven track record of recovering imperiled species back from the brink of extinction.
America’s game species are a part of our cultural heritage. We once came close to losing part of our
heritage as game species, such as white tail deer, elk, and wood ducks, were once at risk of disappearing.
These species are now fortunately recovered, largely due to the support of hunters and anglers. While the
contributions of hunters and anglers remain crucial for conserving species, we face a new conservation
crisis today as climate change, habitat loss, emerging diseases, and invasive species threaten numerous
wildlife and plant species at scales once unimaginable which calls for more diverse and dedicated funding
streams.

This crisis is a direct threat to the country’s economic well-being. More than 140 million Americans
engage with the outdoor economy to make it the 4th largest sector for annual consumer spending,
generating $862 billion annually through hunting, fishing, birding, hiking, tourism, and other outdoor
activities. Furthermore, the outdoor economy’s inflation adjusted GDP growth was 18.9% compared to
5.9% of the United States’ overall GDP growth in 2021. It supports 4.5 million direct jobs and generates
$124.5 billion in federal, state, and local tax revenue. However, the potential extinction of thousands of
species would erode these benefits and inflict devastating impacts on hunting, fishing, tourism, and many
additional aspects of the outdoor economy.

Lastly, protecting species today means spending less in the future. Conserving species at the state and
tribal levels could reduce the need for protection under the stricter federal Endangered Species Act.


https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/HR-2773-SAP.docx.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/press-release/2022-04/states-receive-56-million-advance-conservation-efforts-and-protect-vulnerable
https://www.nwf.org/Our-Work/Wildlife-Conservation/Policy/Recovering-Americas-Wildlife-Act
https://www.nwf.org/Our-Work/Wildlife-Conservation/Policy/Recovering-Americas-Wildlife-Act
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/OIA_RecEconomy_FINAL_Single.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/orsa1122.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/orsa1122.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/orsa1122.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/orsa1122.pdf
https://outdoorindustry.org/advocacy
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/OIA_RecEconomy_FINAL_Single.pdf#:~:text=The%20outdoor%20recreation%20economy%20generates%20%24124.5%20billion%20in%20federal%2C%20state,local%20tax%20revenue%20each%20year.
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/OIA_RecEconomy_FINAL_Single.pdf#:~:text=The%20outdoor%20recreation%20economy%20generates%20%24124.5%20billion%20in%20federal%2C%20state,local%20tax%20revenue%20each%20year.

Protecting America’s wildlife is good for business, good for taxpayers, and good for the country. We
support and urge Congress to establish dedicated funding for proactive conservation efforts at the state,
territory, and tribal levels.

Thank you for your consideration of the request!
Sincerely,

North Carolina Representative Pricey Harrison
(NC-61)

Alaska Representative Andrew Josephson
(AK-17)

Arizona Representative Andrea Dalessandro
(AZ-2)

Arizona Senator Rebecca Rios
(AZ-27)

Colorado Representative Brianna Titone
(CO-27)

Colorado Representative Donald Valdez
(CO-62)

Colorado Representative Jennifer Bacon
(CO-7)

Colorado Representative Lisa Cutter
(CO-25)

Colorado Representative Meg Froelich
(CO-3)

Colorado Representative Shannon Bird
(CO-35)

Connecticut Representative David Michel
(CT-146)

Connecticut Representative Kevin Ryan
(CT-139)

Delaware Senator Stephanie Hansen
(DE-10)

Florida Representative Anna Eskamani
(FL-42)

Georgia Representative Becky Evans
(GA-83)
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Georgia Representative Dewey McClain
(GA-100)

Georgia Representative EI-Mahdi Holly
(GA-111)

Georgia Representative Kim Schofield
(GA-60)

Georgia Representative Marvin Lim
(GA-99)

Georgia Representative Mary Williams
(GA-37)

Georgia Representative Rhonda Taylor
(GA-91)

Hawaii Representative Amy Perruso
(HI-46)

Hawaii Representative Jeanné Kapela
(HI-5)

Hawaii Senator Chris Lee
(HI-25)

Hawaii Senator Karl Rhoads
(HI-13)

Hawaii Senator Lorraine Inouye
(HI-1)

Hawaii Senator Stanley Chang
(HI-9)

Idaho Representative Ilana Rubel
(ID-18)

[llinois Representative Ann Williams
(IL-11)

[llinois Representative Robyn Gabel
(IL-18)

Illinois Senator David Koehler
(IL-46)

Illinois Senator Laura Fine
(IL-9)

lowa Representative Art Staed
(IA-66)
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Iowa Representative Charles Isenhart
(IA-100)

Iowa Senator Joseph Bolkcom
(1A-43)

Kentucky Representative Attica Scott
(KY-41)

Maine Representative Lynne Williams
(ME-14)

Maine Representative Valli Geiger
(ME-42)

Maine Representative Victoria Doudera
(ME-41)

Maine Senator Joseph Baldacci
(ME-9)

Maine Senator Nicole Grohoski
(ME-7)

Maryland Delegate David Moon
(MD-20)

Maryland Delegate Jessica Feldmark
(MD-12)

Maryland Delegate Karen Young
(MD- 3A)

Maryland Delegate Lorig Charkoudian
(MD-20)

Maryland Delegate Mary Lisanti
(MD-34A)

Maryland Delegate Sara Love
(MD-16)

Maryland Delegate Sheila Ruth
(MD-44B)

Maryland Senator Benjamin Kramer
(MD-19)

Maryland Senator Brian Feldman
(MD-15)

Maryland Senator Susan Lee
(MD-16)
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Massachusetts Representative Angelo Puppolo
(MA-12th Hampden District)

Massachusetts Representative Lindsay Sabadosa
(MA-1st Hampshire District)

Massachusetts Representative Michelle Ciccolo
(MA-15th Middlesex District)

Massachusetts Representative Sean Garballey
(MA-23rd Middlesex District)

Massachusetts Representative Tram Nguyen
(MA-18th Essex District)

Massachusetts Senator Anne Gobi
(MA-Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire & Middlesex
District)

Massachusetts Senator Michael Moore
(MA-Second Worcester District)

Member Ruth Buffalo
(ND-27)

Michigan Senator Stephanie Chang
(MI-1)

Minnesota Representative Rick Hansen
(MN- 52A)

Minnesota Senator Charles Wiger
(MN-43)

Minnesota Senator Jerry Newton
(MN-37)

Minnesota Senator Jim Abeler
(MN-35)

Nevada Assembly Member Howard Watts
(NV-15)

Nevada Assembly Member Sarah Peters
(NV-t 24)

New Hampshire Representative Ellen Read
(NH-17)

New Hampshire Representative Kristina Schultz
(NH-18)

New Hampshire Representative Susan Almy
(NH-13)
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New Hampshire Senator David Watters
(NH-4)

New Jersey Assembly Member Herbert Conaway
(NJ-7)

New Jersey Senator Bob Smith
(NJ-17)

New Mexico Representative Andrea Romero
(NM-46)

New Mexico Representative Elizabeth Thomson
(NM-24)

New Mexico Representative Tara Lujan
(NM-48)

New Mexico Senator Antoinette Sedillo Lopez
(NM-16)

New Mexico Senator Daniel Ivey-Soto
(NM-15)

New Mexico Senator Elizabeth Stefanics
(NM-39)

New Mexico Senator Mimi Stewart
(NM-17)

New Mexico Senator Peter Wirth
(NM-25)

New York Assembly Member Albert Stirpe
(NY-127)

New York Assembly Member David Weprin
(NY-24)

New York Assembly Member Fred Thiele
(NY-1)

New York Assembly Member Jo Anne Simon
(NY-52)

New York Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal
(NY-67)

New York Senator Liz Krueger
(NY-28)

North Carolina Former Representative Susan Fisher
(NC-114)
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North Carolina Former Representative Verla Insko
(NC-56)

North Carolina Representative Becky Carney
(NC-102)

North Carolina Representative Brian Turner
(NC-116)

North Carolina Representative Caleb Rudow
(NC-114)

North Carolina Representative Carolyn Logan
(NC-101)

North Carolina Representative Cynthia Ball
(NC-49)

North Carolina Representative Deb Butler
(NC-18)

North Carolina Representative Graig Meyer
(NC-50)

North Carolina Representative James Roberson
(NC-39)

North Carolina Representative John Autry
(NC-100)

North Carolina Representative Julie Von Haefen
(NC-36)

North Carolina Representative Kelly Alexander
(NC-107)

North Carolina Representative Linda Cooper-Suggs
(NC-24)

North Carolina Representative Marcia Morey
(NC-30)

North Carolina Representative Mary Belk
(NC-88)

North Carolina Representative Rachel Hunt
(NC-103)

North Carolina Representative Terry Brown
(NC-92)

North Carolina Representative William Richardson
(NC-44)
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North Carolina Senator Gladys Robinson
(NC-28)

North Carolina Senator Julie Mayfield
(NC-49)

North Carolina Senator Michael Garrett
(NC-27)

North Carolina Senator Natasha Marcus
(NC-41)

North Carolina Senator Sarah Crawford
(NC-18)

North Dakota Representative Joshua Boschee
(ND-44)

North Dakota Senator Tim Mathern
(ND-11)

Ohio Representative Mary Lightbody
(OH-19)

Oklahoma Senator George Young
(OK-48)

Oklahoma Senator Mary Boren
(OK-16)

Oregon Representative Ken Helm
(OR-34)

Oregon Senator Deb Patterson
(OR-10)

Oregon Senator Janeen Sollman
(OR-15)

Pennsylvania Representative Gregory Vitali
(PA-166)

Pennsylvania Representative Jeanne McNeill
(PA-133)

Pennsylvania Representative Tim Briggs
(PA-149)

Pennsylvania Senator Amanda Cappelletti
(PA-17)

Pennsylvania Senator Carolyn Comitta
(PA-19)
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Puerto Rico Senator William Villafafie Ramos
(PR-Puerto Rico Senate At-Large District - Por
Accumulacion)

Rhode Island Representative Edith Ajello
(RI-1)

Rhode Island Senator Alana DiMario
(RI-36)

Tennessee Senator Heidi Campbell
(TN-20)

Utah Representative Gay Lynn Bennion
(UT-46)

Utah Representative Joel Briscoe
(UT-25)

Utah Senator Jani Iwamoto
(UT-4)

Vermont Representative Amy Sheldon
(VT-Addison-1)

Vermont Representative Avram Patt
(VT-Lamoille-Washington )

Vermont Representative Barbara Rachelson
(VT-Chittenden-6-6 )

Vermont Representative Carol Ode
(VT-Chittenden-6-1 )

Vermont Representative Jessica Brumsted
(VT-Chittenden-5-2)

Vermont Representative Kari Dolan
(VT-7)

Vermont Representative Kevin Christie
(VT-Windsor-4-2 )

Vermont Representative Larry Satcowitz
(VT-Orange-Washington-Addison )

Vermont Representative Lori Houghton
(VT-Chittenden-8-2 )

Vermont Representative Michael Yantachka
(VT-Chittenden-4-1 )

Vermont Representative Peter Anthony
(VT-3)
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Vermont Representative Sarita Austin
(VT-Chittenden-9-2 )

Vermont Representative Taylor Small
(VT-Chittenden-6-7 )

Vermont Senator Virginia Lyons
(VT-Chittenden)

Virginia Delegate Alfonso Lopez
(VA-49)

Virginia Delegate Elizabeth Guzman
(VA-31)

Virginia Delegate Kaye Kory
(VA-38)

Virginia Delegate Paul Krizek
(VA-44)

Virginia Delegate Salam Rasoul
(VA-11)

Virginia Senator Ghazala Hashmi
(VA-10)

Virginia Senator R. Deeds
(VA-25)

Washington Representative Gerry Pollet
(WA-46)

Washington Representative Roger Goodman
(WA-45)

Washington Senator Christine Rolfes
(WA-23)

Washington Senator Derek Stanford
(WA-1)

Washington Senator Jesse Salomon
(WA-32)

Washington Senator Reuven Carlyle
(WA-36)

Wisconsin Representative Christine Sinicki
(WI-20)

Wisconsin Representative Jill Billings
(WI-95)
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Wisconsin Representative Lisa Subeck
(WI-78)

Wisconsin Representative Sondy Pope
(WI-80)

Wisconsin Senator Lena Taylor
(WI-4)

Wisconsin Senator Melissa Agard
(WI-16)
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