NCEL

National Caucus of
Environmental Legislators

October 6, 2026

Submitted electronically via Regulations.gov: ID RIN 0596-AD66

Joshua White, Acting Director
Ecosystem Management Coordination

Brooke Rollins, Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture

Tom Schultz, Chief
United States Forest Service

Dear Acting Director White, Secretary Rollins, and Chief Schultz,

On behalf of 232 legislators across 41 states, we write in staunch support of the U.S. Forest
Service's Roadless Area Conservation Rule (the “Roadless Rule”) and firmly oppose the
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) efforts to rescind this popular and highly successful
conservation policy.

As a bipartisan group of elected officials representing a diverse range of stakeholders,
communities, and conservationists alike, we urge the USDA to: (1) halt the rescission of the
Roadless Rule, (2) extend the comment period for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
and (3) reorient agency efforts toward the Rule’s continued, effective implementation. We urge
these actions for the following reasons:

1. The Roadless Rule has broad public support, and the opportunity for public input has been
severely constrained under the current proposal.

The Roadless Rule was established in 2001 through one of the most robust public processes in
federal rulemaking history — generating 1.6 million public comments, with the vast majority in
support, alongside hundreds of public meetings. In contrast, the current rescission effort
reflects a severely limited public process. The Forest Service provided just 21 days for comment
during the Notice of Intent (NOI) phase and has not held public meetings. Despite this, more
than 600,000 comments were submitted, with over 99% opposing rescission during the NOI. The
current comment period for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, at 33 days, is similarly
insufficient and should be extended to ensure meaningful public participation.

2. The Roadless Rule has been critical for protecting important landscapes across numerous
states and regions.

Since its inception, the Rule has safeguarded nearly 60 million acres of National Forest System
lands across 37 states. These lands provide clean drinking water, wildlife habitat, climate
resilience, and outdoor recreation opportunities for communities nationwide, including in the
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Tongass National Forest in Alaska, the Gila National Forest in New Mexico, and the George
Washington National Forest in Virginia.

3. The Roadless Rule provides vast ecological benefits, helping improve water quality,
safeguard wildlife habitat, and address climate change.

The Roadless Rule’s enduring support reflects its proven benefits. By limiting road construction,
logging, and mining in undeveloped areas, the Rule has protected watershed health and water
quality. Forest Service data show that watersheds in roadless areas are far more likely to be in
properly functioning condition, directly supporting clean drinking water and resilient
ecosystems. These lands also provide essential habitat for wildlife, including hundreds of
species listed under the Endangered Species Act, such as grizzly bears, lynx, and marten. In
addition, roadless areas play a critical role in addressing climate change; the Tongass National
Forest alone stores more than 1.5 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent and continues
to sequester millions of metric tons annually.

4. Wildfire resilience is already meaningfully addressed in the Roadless Rule, and claims about
heightened wildfire risks in Roadless Areas are not justified.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement does not justify claims that rescinding the Roadless
Rule would improve wildfire management. The Rule already allows for hazardous fuels
reduction, and nearly 2 million acres of roadless areas have been treated to reduce fire risk.
Research shows that wildfire risk is approximately equal inside and outside of roadless areas,
while ignitions are significantly more likely near roads, with studies finding that fires are nearly
four times more likely to start in these areas.

5. Roadless Areas enhance the outdoor recreation economy, reduce Forest Service
maintenance backlogs, and hold deep importance for Indigenous communities.

Roadless areas support a strong outdoor recreation economy, providing opportunities for
hunting, fishing, hiking, and other activities that contribute to a $1.2 trillion industry supporting
millions of jobs. At the same time, the Rule helps avoid costly road construction and
maintenance. The Forest Service already faces a multibillion-dollar maintenance backlog, and
expanding road networks into remote areas would increase costs for taxpayers.

These landscapes also hold deep cultural and subsistence importance for Indigenous
communities, supporting traditional practices and ways of life. The proposed rescission
threatens these values and has drawn opposition from Tribal leaders and organizations.

Closing: Maintain the Integrity of the Roadless Rule

In summary, the Roadless Rule is popular, effective, and essential to responsible forest
stewardship. The Rule supports strong outdoor economies, water security, wildlife habitats,
cultural heritage, and much more. Dismantling a policy with such overwhelming public support,
and doing so through a constrained administrative process, undermines both our natural
resources and the transparency essential to federal rulemaking. After 25 years of successful
implementation, the Roadless Rule should be strengthened, not dismantled.
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For these reasons, we urge the Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Forest Service to halt the
proposed rescission of the Roadless Rule and to extend the comment period for the
Environmental Impact Statement.

Signed,

North Carolina Representative Pricey Harrison
(NC-061)

Washington Representative Kristine Reeves
(WA-030)

Alaska Representative Andy Josephson
(AK-013)

Arizona Senator Kiana Sears
(AZ-009)

Arizona Senator Lauren Kuby
(AZ-008)

Arizona Representative Mariana Sandoval
(AZ-023)

Arizona Senator Priya Sundareshan
(AZ-018)

California Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry
(CA-004)

California Assemblymember Liz Ortega
(CA-020)

California Assemblymember Nick Schultz
(CA-044)

California Assemblymember Tina McKinnor
(CA-061)

Colorado Representative Brianna Titone
(C0-027)

Colorado Senator Cathy Kipp
(CO-014)
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Colorado Representative Elizabeth Velasco
(C0-057)

Colorado Representative Emily Sirota
(C0-009)

Colorado Senator Judy Amabile
(CO-018)

Colorado Representative Junie Joseph
(C0O-010)

Colorado Representative Karen McCormick
(CO-011)

Colorado Representative Lorena Garcia
(C0O-035)

Colorado Representative Lori Goldstein
(C0-029)

Colorado Representative Meg Froelich
(C0-003)

Colorado Representative Michael Carter
(C0O-036)

Colorado Senator Mike Weissman
(C0-028)

Connecticut Representative Anne Hughes
(CT-135)

Connecticut Representative Eleni Kavros DeGraw
(CT-017)

Connecticut Representative Joseph "Joe" Gresko
(CT121)

Connecticut Senator Julie Kushner
(CT-024)

Connecticut Representative Nick Menapace
(CT-037)
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Connecticut Senator Rick Lopes
(CT-006)

Delaware Representative Cyndie Romer
(DE-025)

Florida Representative Anna Eskamani
(FL-042)

Florida Senator Carlos Smith
(FL-017)

Georgia Senator Chuck Hufstetler
(GA-052)

Georgia Representative Doreen Carter
(GA-093)

Georgia Representative Eric Bell
(GA-075)

Georgia Representative Kim Schofield
(GA-063)

Georgia Representative Lydia Glaize
(GA-067)

Georgia Representative Mary Frances Williams
(GA-037)

Georgia Senator Nan Orrock
(GA-036)

Georgia Representative Rhonda Burnough
(GA-077)

Georgia Senator Sheikh "Chad" Rahman
(GA-005)

Georgia Representative Terry Cummings
(GA-039)

Hawaii Representative Amy Perruso
(HI1-046)
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Hawaii Representative Della Au Belatti
(HI-026)

Hawaii Representative Julie Reyes Oda
(HI-040)

Hawaii Senator Karl Rhoads
(HI-013)

Hawaii Representative Lisa Marten
(HI-051)

Hawaii Representative Luke Evslin
(HI-016)

Hawaii Representative Trish La Chica
(HI-037)

Indiana Representative Matt Pierce
(IN-061)

Indiana Senator Shelli Yoder
(IN-040)

lowa Representative Elinor Levin
(1A-089)

lowa Representative Elizabeth Wilson
(1A-073)

lowa Senator Art Staed
(1A-040)

lllinois Representative Ann Williams
(IL-011)

lllinois Senator Cristina Castro
(IL-022)

Illinois Senator David Koehler
(IL-046)

lllinois Senator Graciela Guzman
(IL-020)
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lllinois Representative Joyce Mason
(IL-061)

lllinois Representative Kelly Cassidy
(IL-014)

Illinois Representative Maura Hirschauer
(IL-049)

lllinois Representative Michelle Mussman
(IL-056)

lllinois Representative Rita Mayfield
(IL-060)

lllinois Representative Stephanie Kifowit
(IL-084)

Maine Representative Ann Matlack
(ME-043)

Maine Representative D. Michael "Mike" Ray
(ME-040)

Maine Representative Daniel "Dan" Ankeles
(ME-100)

Maine Representative Daniel Sayre
(ME-135)

Maine Senator Denise Tepler
(ME-024)

Maine Representative Gary Friedmann
(ME-014)

Maine Representative Janice "Jan" Dodge
(ME-039)

Maine Representative Laurie Osher
(ME-025)

Maine Representative Lori Gramlich
(ME-131)
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Maine Representative Poppy Arford
(ME-101)

Maine Senator Rachel Talbot Ross
(ME-028)

Maine Representative Sharon Frost
(I-ME-058)

Maine Representative Tavis Hasenfus
(ME-057)

Maryland Delegate Julie Palakovich Carr
(MD-017)

Massachusetts Representative Danillo "Dan" Sena
(MA-37th Middlesex)

Massachusetts Representative Dawne Shand
(MA-1st Essex)

Massachusetts Representative Jack Lewis
(MA-7th Middlesex)

Massachusetts Representative Lindsay Sabadosa
(MA-1st Hampshire)

Massachusetts Senator Michael "Mike" Moore
(MA-2nd Worcester)

Massachusetts Representative Mindy Domb
(MA-3rd Hampshire)

Massachusetts Representative Steven "Steve" Owens
(MA-29th Middlesex)

Michigan Representative Erin Byrnes
(MI-015)

Michigan Representative Laurie Pohutsky
(MI-017)

Michigan Representative Reggie Miller
(MI-031)
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Minnesota Senator Foung Hawj
(MN-067)

Minnesota Representative Katie Jones
(MN-061A)

Minnesota Representative Kristi Pursell
(MN-058A)

Minnesota Representative Larry Kraft
(MN-046A)

Minnesota Representative Liz Reyer
(MN-052A)

Minnesota Representative Lucy Rehm
(MN-048B)

Minnesota Representative Ned Carroll
(MN-042A)

Minnesota Representative Rick Hansen
(MN-053B)

Minnesota Representative Robert Bierman
(MN-056A)

Minnesota Representative Samantha "Sam" Vang
(MN-038B)

Missouri Representative Bridget Walsh Moore
(M0-093)

Montana Senator Ellie Boldman
(MT-047)

Montana Senator Jacinda Morigeau
(MT-046)

North Carolina Representative Amanda Cook
(NC-060)

North Carolina Representative Amos Quick
(NC-058)
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North Carolina Senator Julie Mayfield
(NC-049)

North Carolina Representative Julie Von Haefen
(NC-036)

North Carolina Representative Renee Price
(NC-050)

North Carolina Representative Tracy Clark
(NC-057)

North Dakota Senator Tim Mathern
(ND-011)

New Hampshire Representative David Preece
(NH-Hillsborough 17)

New Hampshire Senator David Watters
(NH-004)

New Hampshire Representative Jessica LaMontagne
(NH-Strafford 17)

New Hampshire Representative Karen Ebel
(NH-Merrimack 07)

New Hampshire Representative Kris Schultz
(NH-Merrimack 29 (Floterial))

New Hampshire Representative Peter Schmidt
(NH-Strafford 14)

New Hampshire Representative Susan Almy
(NH-Grafton 17 (Floterial))

New Hampshire Representative Terry Spahr
(NH-Grafton 12)

New Hampshire Representative Wendy Thomas
(NH-Hillsborough 12)

New Jersey Assemblymember Vincent "Vinnie" Kearney
(NJ-021)
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New Mexico Representative Andrea Romero
(NM-046)

New Mexico Representative Anita Gonzales
(NM-070)

New Mexico Representative Kristina Ortez
(NM-042)

New Mexico Senator Elizabeth "Liz" Stefanics
(NM-039)

Nevada Assemblymember Howard Watts
(NV-015)

Nevada Assemblymember Tracy Brown-May
(NV-042)

New York Assemblymember Al Stirpe
(NY-127)

New York Assemblymember Emily Gallagher
(NY-050)

New York Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon
(NY-052)

New York Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal
(NY-067)

New York Assemblymember MaryJane "Maryjane" Shimsky
(NY-092)

New York Senator Patricia "Pat" Fahy
(NY-046)

New York Assemblymember Steven "Steve" Raga
(NY-030)

New York Assemblymember Tommy Schiavoni
(NY-001)

New York Assemblymember Tony Simone
(NY-075)
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Ohio Representative Daniel "Dan" Troy
(OH-023)

Oklahoma Senator Mary Boren
(OK-016)

Oregon Senator Courtney Neron Misslin
(OR-013)

Oregon Representative Farrah Chaichi
(OR-035)

Oregon Senator Janeen Sollman
(OR-015)

Oregon Senator Jeff Golden
(OR-003)

Oregon Senator Kayse Jama
(OR-024)

Oregon Senator Khanh Pham
(OR-023)

Oregon Representative Lisa Fragala
(OR-008)

Oregon Representative Pam Marsh
(OR-005)

Oregon Senator Sara Gelser Blouin
(OR-008)

Pennsylvania Representative Abigail Salisbury
(PA-034)

Pennsylvania Representative Benjamin "Ben" Sanchez
(PA-153)

Pennsylvania Senator Carolyn Comitta
(PA-019)

Pennsylvania Representative Chris Pielli
(PA-156)
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Pennsylvania Representative Danielle Otten
(PA-155)

Pennsylvania Representative Greg Scott
(PA-054)

Pennsylvania Representative Greg Vitali
(PA-166)

Pennsylvania Representative Kyle Donahue
(PA-113)

Pennsylvania Representative Mandy Steele
(PA-033)

Pennsylvania Representative Mary "Mary Jo" Daley
(PA-148)

Pennsylvania Representative Maureen Madden
(PA-115)

Pennsylvania Representative Patrick "Pat" Harkins
(PA-001)

Pennsylvania Representative Steven "Steve" Malagari

(PA-053)

Pennsylvania Senator Steven "Steve" Santarsiero
(PA-010)

Pennsylvania Representative Tim Briggs
(PA-149)

Pennsylvania Senator Timothy "Tim" Kearney
(PA-026)

Puerto Rico Senator Ada Alvarez Conde
(PR-000)

Puerto Rico Representative Roberto Lopez Roman
(PR-031)

Rhode Island Representative Brian Kennedy
(RI-038)
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Rhode Island Senator Bridget Valverde
(RI-035)

Rhode Island Senator Dawn Euer
(RI-013)

Rhode Island Representative Jennifer Boylan
(RI-066)

Rhode Island Senator Lammis Vargas
(RI-028)

Rhode Island Representative Michelle McGaw
(RI-071)

Rhode Island Senator Pamela "Pam" Lauria
(RI-032)

Rhode Island Representative Susan Donovan
(RI-069)

Rhode Island Representative Terri "Terri-Denise" Cortvriend
(RI-072)

South Carolina Representative Roger Kirby
(sc-101)

South Dakota Senator Liz Larson
(SD-010)

Tennessee Senator Heidi Campbell
(TN-020)

Tennessee Senator Sara Kyle
(TN-030)

Utah Representative Angela Romero
(UT-025)

Utah Senator Nate Blouin
(UT-013)

Virgin Islands Senator Samuel Carrion
(VI-001)
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Virginia Senator David "Dave" Marsden
(VA-035)

Virginia Del. Irene Shin
(VA-008)

Virginia Senator Jennifer Boysko
(VA-038)

Virginia Delegate Kacey Carnegie
(VA-089)

Virginia Senator Mamie Locke
(VA-023)

Virginia Del. Rozia "J.R." Henson
(VA-019)

Virginia Del. Sam Rasoul
(VA-038)

Virginia Del. Shelly Simonds
(VA-070)

Vermont Representative Barbara Rachelson
(VT-031)

Vermont Representative Candice White
(VT-083)

Vermont Representative Christopher "Chris" Morrow

(VT-099)

Vermont Representative Dara Torre
(VT-083)

Vermont Representative Erin Brady
(VT-019)

Vermont Representative Esme Cole
(VT-105)

Vermont Representative James "Jim" Masland
(VT-108)

202-744-1006 . www.ncelenviro.org « 1140 3rd Street NE, 2nd Floor, Office 2137 -«

Page 15

Washington, DC 20002



National Caucus of Environmental Legislators

Vermont Representative Larry Satcowitz
(VT-063)

Vermont Representative Michelle Bos-Lun
(VT-092)

Vermont Representative Mollie Burke
(VT-097)

Vermont Representative Monique Priestley
(VT-060)

Vermont Representative R. Scott "Scott" Campbell
(VT-016)

Vermont Representative Robin Scheu
(VT-001)

Vermont Senator Anne Watson
(VT-011)

Washington Representative Beth Doglio
(WA-022)

Washington Representative Chris Stearns
(WA-047)

Washington Representative Davina Duerr
(WA-001)

Washington Representative Roger Goodman
(WA-045)

Washington Senator Sharon Shewmake
(WA-042)

Washington Representative Zach Hall
(WA-005)

West Virginia Delegate Evan Hansen
(WV-079)

Wisconsin Representative Alex Joers
(WI-081)
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Wisconsin Representative Angelito Tenorio
(WI-014)

Wisconsin Representative Christine Sinicki
(WI-020)

Wisconsin Representative Greta Neubauer
(WI-066)

Wisconsin Representative Joan Fitzgerald
(WI-046)

Wisconsin Senator Jodi Sinykin
(WI1-008)

Wisconsin Senator Kelda Roys
(WI-026)

Wisconsin Senator Kristin Dassler-Alfheim
(WI-018)

Wisconsin Representative Lee Snodgrass
(WI-052)

Wisconsin Representative Lisa Subeck
(WI-079)

Wisconsin Representative Lori Palmeri
(WI-054)

Wisconsin Representative Margaret Arney
(WI-018)

Wisconsin Senator Mark Spreitzer
(WI-015)

Wisconsin Senator Melissa Ratcliff
(WI-016)

Wisconsin Representative Mike Bar
(WI-080)

Wisconsin Representative Ryan Clancy
(WI-019)
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Wisconsin Senator Sarah Keyeski
(WI-014)

Wisconsin Representative Supreme "Moore" Moore Omokunde
(WI-017)

Wisconsin Representative Tara Johnson
(WI-096)

Wisconsin Representative Vincent "Vinnie" Miresse
(WI-071)

Wyoming Representative Ivan Posey
(WY-033)

Wyoming Representative Karlee Provenza
(WY-045)

Wyoming Representative Ken Chestek
(WY-013)

Wyoming Representative Liz Storer
(WY-023)

Wyoming Senator Mike Gierau
(WY-017)
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