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National Caucus of Environmental Legislators

Making the Case for Renewables
as an Affordable Solution

Overview
This resource helps legislators communicate about how deploying renewable energy is a solution for energy affordability. 
It provides intuitive narratives and supporting evidence to help legislators explain why our historic fossil-fuel-based energy 
system creates added costs for ratepayers and how renewables can help make energy more affordable.

Our current energy system has challenges.
Core Message: We have an old energy system that requires costly fossil fuels, often from distant places. In the process, 
we’ve let a global market increasingly influence what we pay for electricity.

Our energy system is old.
•	 Over 70% of coal-, gas-, and petroleum-powered power plants are expected to reach the end of their lifespan by 2035. 

(Science)

•	 If we were to keep slated-for-retirement fossil fuel plants online until 2028, it could cost ratepayers $3 billion per year. 
(Grid Strategies)

•	 Fossil fuel technology is also outdated, polluting technology. Air pollution from fossil fuels costs the average American 
$2,500 per year in medical bills. (World Economic Forum) 

Our current energy system requires costly fuel, often from distant places.
•	 War, natural disasters, and infrastructure failures all make it more difficult and expensive to get fossil fuels. (IEA) 

•	 For example, when Russia invaded Ukraine, U.S. energy bills went up because of disruptions to the global energy 
supply. Similar shocks are occurring as a result of the ongoing conflict with Iran. (EIA; Brookings).

We’re letting a global market influence what we pay for electricity.
•	 Fossil fuel markets are global: coal, gas, and oil produced within the U.S. are often sold to other countries if it’s more 

lucrative for the producer. This can increase domestic energy prices. (Louisiana Illuminator via Public Citizen).
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https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe0375
https://gridstrategiesllc.com/wp-content/uploads/Grid-Strategies_Cost-of-Federal-Mandates-to-Retain-Fossil-Burning-Power-Plants.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2021/06/air-pollution-cost-america-healthcare-study/
https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-outlook-2023/executive-summary
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=65284
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-iran-conflicts-energy-shocks-are-not-yet-fully-realized/
https://lailluminator.com/2025/12/19/louisianas-lng-export-boom-will-fuel-higher-electricity-costs-report-finds/


202.744.1006   •   www.ncelenviro.org   •   1140 3rd Street NE, Second Floor, Office 2137   •   Washington, DC  20002

Renewables are more reliable and cheaper than other forms of energy.
Core Message: Renewables can help solve the problems our original energy system created.

Renewables boost affordability.
•	 91% of new utility-scale renewable energy projects deliver power cheaper than the cheapest fossil fuel alternative. 

(IRENA)      

•	 We’ve already started integrating more renewables, and we’ve seen no correlation between higher energy costs and 
more renewables. In fact, states that deployed the most renewables from 2019 to 2024 – Iowa, New Mexico, and South 
Dakota – saw some of the largest decreases in electricity rates. (CATF)

Renewables are proving their resilience.
•	 Once you build a wind or solar farm, it runs on free, abundant, domestically sourced fuel for the rest of its life. Wind 

and sunlight are not controlled by anyone or disrupted by conflict and war.

•	 New offshore wind is keeping the lights on and bills low during winter storms; solar and batteries are doing the same 
during heatwaves. (Canary; Canary)

Americans agree we can improve our energy system with renewables.
Core Message: If we keep updating our system with renewables, our bills will keep getting cheaper. This is a shared belief 
among most Americans.

Most Americans agree that renewable energy is necessary, affordable energy.
•	 83% of Americans believe that solar should be used to strengthen and increase the U.S. energy supply. (American 

Energy First)

•	 72% of Americans believe renewable energy is essential to meeting our energy needs. 53% think clean energy is 
cheaper or costs the same as fossil fuels. (Potential Energy) 

But what about natural gas? 

࡟	 Natural gas as a fuel can be cheap at times, but as soon as a geopolitical conflict happens or cold snap 
hits, it often drives prices up. (EIA; U.S. Congress)

࡟	 It’s becoming more time-intensive, difficult, and costly to build new natural gas plants due in part to turbine 
shortages. New turbines will be available in 2029 at the earliest. (Marketplace; POWER) 

࡟	 Gas plants create billions of dollars in community health impacts. (RMI)

https://www.energyconnects.com/opinion/features/2025/july/irena-report-91-of-new-renewable-projects-now-cheaper-than-fossil-fuels/
https://www.catf.us/2026/03/data-driven-look-rising-us-electricity-costs-policy-solutions/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/offshore-wind/offshore-wind-showed-up-big-east-coast
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/solar-and-batteries-are-helping-texas-weather-heatwaves-heres-how
https://americanenergyfirst.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/AEF-Survey-of-LVs-in-AZ-FL-IN-OH-TX-Executive-Summary-Public-02.16.26.pdf
https://americanenergyfirst.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/AEF-Survey-of-LVs-in-AZ-FL-IN-OH-TX-Executive-Summary-Public-02.16.26.pdf
https://potentialenergycoalition.org/the-opportunity-on-clean-energy-and-affordability/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=67046
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R45281#:~:text=A%20prolonged%20disruption%20of%20Middle,and%20after%20military%20operations%20began.
https://www.marketplace.org/story/2025/05/20/turbine-shortage-slows-new-natural-gas-plant-construction
https://www.powermag.com/gas-powers-boom-sparks-a-turbine-supply-crunch/
https://rmi.org/hidden-health-costs-of-gas-fired-power-plants/

