NCEL Policy Options

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS

CLIMATE & ENERGY

Overview

As the impacts of climate change intensify, people and nature are at risk of rapidly changing environmental conditions. Nature-based

solutions are actions that use natural features and processes to protect, restore, and manage ecosystems, helping to solve social
and environmental problems while benefiting both people and nature. Research shows that nature-based solutions could provide
about 37% of the climate mitigation needed between now and 2050. Nature-based solutions also play a key role in climate change
adaptation and building resilience in landscapes and communities.

PO"CV Options (" indicates bipartisan support)

Green Infrastructure:

e **Florida S.B. 976 (enacted 2021): Encouraged new approaches and financing mechanisms for the protection of
the state’s wildlife corridor, including public-private partnerships, payments for ecosystem services, and blended
financing for resilience and green infrastructure.

e Maryland H.B. 653 (enacted 2022): Specified that the maintenance and repair of source watersheds, including
the installation and maintenance of green infrastructure that improves water quality, is eligible for the same forms of
financial assistance as other water collection and treatment infrastructure.

e Oregon H.B. 3409 (enacted 2023): Includes the creation of a Community Green Infrastructure Grant Program
which supports green infrastructure projects, especially in environmental justice communities.

Carbon Sequestration:

e Massachusetts H.B. 5250 (enacted 2021): Directs a state-wide accounting of carbon in natural and working lands.
It also sets goals for land-use carbon sequestration and the development of accompanying policies.

e Virginia S.B. 1374 (enacted 2021): Convenes a task to study carbon sequestration to consider possible methods

of increasing carbon sequestration through the natural environment and to recommend practices for restoring
natural resources.

Blue Carbon:

e California A.B. 1922 (introduced 2024): Authorizes blue carbon demonstration projects to demonstrate and
quantify their carbon sequestration potential to help inform the state’s natural and working lands and climate
resiliency strategies.

e Maryland H.B.653/S.B.348 (enacted 2022): Established a Green and Blue Infrastructure Policy Advisory
Commission to help implement blue infrastructure projects that improve climate resilience, project habitats, and
sequester carbon.

Forests:

e Colorado H.B. 1012 (enacted 2022): Focused on promoting healthy forests and includes provisions for developing

a statewide carbon accounting framework and a forest carbon co-benefit framework.
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https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/what-are-nature-based-solutions-and-how-can-they-help-us-address-the-climate-crisis
https://www.doi.gov/ppa/integrative/nature-based-solutions
https://www.doi.gov/ppa/integrative/nature-based-solutions
https://files.ipbes.net/ipbes-web-prod-public-files/inline/files/ipbes_global_assessment_report_summary_for_policymakers.pdf
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/976
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0653?ys=2022rs
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB3409/Enrolled
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H5250
https://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+SB1374&212+sum+SB1374
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1922
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0653?ys=2022RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0348?ys=2022RS
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1012#:~:text=The%20act%20requires%20the%20state,Wood%20products
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e Washington H.B. 1216 (enacted 2022): Enhanced urban and community forestry programs through increased tree
canopy, urban forest management, and community engagement, to achieve the benefits of urban forests, such as

stormwater management, carbon sequestration, and improved air and water quality.
Sustainable Agriculture:

e Minnesota H.F. 701 (enacted 2021): Provides direct payments to farmers who implement soil-healthy practices,
prioritizing awards based on scientific understanding of carbon sequestration potential.

e Washington’s SB 5947 (enacted 2020): Created a grant program for farmers who engage in healthy soil
practices, including carbon sequestration. The law directs the development of a carbon equivalency metric through
partnership with state public universities.

Wildlife Coexistence:

e **Colorado SB 171 (enacted 2024): Authorizes the reintroduction of wolverines to Colorado in order to improve the
species’ ability to reoccupy its historical range and restore its benefits to ecosystems and biodiversity.

e California AB 2196 (enacted 2024): Creates a program to restore beaver to watersheds throughout the state of
California for its cultural significance and role in improving biodiversity, climate change resilience, and watershed
health.

Other Resources

e  Qutdoor Policy as Nature-Based Solutions | NCEL

e (Climate Adaptation Policy Options | NCEL
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https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1216-S2.SL.pdf?q=20240822104521
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF701&ssn=0&y=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5947&Year=2019
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb24-171
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB2196
https://www.ncelenviro.org/app/uploads/2023/06/Nature-Based-Solutions-Issue-Brief-1.pdf
https://www.ncelenviro.org/resources/climate-adaptation-policy-options/

