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Overview 
As the grid ages and extreme weather events like wildfires become 
more prominent, the relationship between them grows increasingly 
strained. Grid failures can trigger wildfires, while wildfires and the 
increased fire risk can, in turn, cause more grid failures, creating 
a vicious cycle. To reduce wildfire risk, some utilities are adopting 
strategies such as adjusting grid control settings, implementing 
public safety power shut-offs during high-risk weather, vegetation 
management, and worker protocols for dry conditions. State 
legislators can encourage utility adoption of these wildfire 
mitigation risk strategies and plan for future wildfire risk.
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From 2001 to 2023 roughly 92 million acres 
in the United States have been burned by 
lightning-caused fires and about 68 million 
acres have been burned by fires caused by 
human activity, such as electrical operations

Nationwide, utilities cause roughly 10% of all 
wildfires.

Approximately one-quarter of the $8 billion 
Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnerships 
(GRIP) Program will implement wildfire 
mitigation strategies

Other Resources 
  NCEL: Utility Briefing Book

  NCEL: Transmission Briefing Book

  Department of Energy: Grid Resilience and 
Innovation Partnerships (GRIP) Program

  FEMA: National Wildfire Risk Index
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Policy Options
  California S.B. 533 (enacted 2021): Mandated that utilities 

identify circuits frequently de-energized to mitigate wildfire 
risks, outlined measures to reduce future deenergization 
impacts, and required utilities  to annually submit a 
comprehensive wildfire mitigation plan.

  Colorado S.B. 166 (enacted 2023): Established the Wildfire 
Resiliency Code Board which will work to adopt model codes 
to enhance wildfire resilience, which local governing bodies in 
wildfire-prone areas must meet or exceed.

  Oregon S.B. 762 (enacted 2021): Directed the Public Utility 
Commission to convene workshops to develop and share 
information for the identification, adoption, and  best  practices  
regarding wildfires.

  Washington H.B. 1032 (enacted 2023): Mandated electric 
utilities to develop and implement wildfire mitigation plans 
informed by best practices tailored to their specific service 
areas along with emphasizing collaboration between electric 
utilities, state agencies, emergency responders, and other 
stakeholders.

https://www.energy.gov/gdo/articles/what-does-it-take-modernize-us-electric-grid
https://www.wilsonquarterly.com/quarterly/strategic-competition/climate-change-is-overpowering-americas-electric-grid
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/22/business/energy-environment/electric-utilities-wildfires-climate-change.html
https://www.icf.com/insights/climate/6-actions-utilities-mitigate-wildfire-risks#:~:text=Mitigating%20risk%3A%20To%20reduce%20wildfire,worker%20protocols%20for%20dry%20conditions.
https://blog.ucsusa.org/paul-arbaje/wildfires-and-power-grid-failures-continue-to-fuel-each-other/#:~:text=Grid%20failures%20start%20fires&text=A%20utility%20industry%20group%20executive,than%2010%25%20of%20fires%20nationally.
https://www.esource.com/blog/7012303fbj/utilities-and-wildfire-mitigation-challenge-people-policy-and-precipitation
https://www.esource.com/blog/7012303fbj/utilities-and-wildfire-mitigation-challenge-people-policy-and-precipitation
https://www.energy.gov/gdo/grid-resilience-and-innovation-partnerships-grip-program
https://www.energy.gov/gdo/grid-resilience-and-innovation-partnerships-grip-program
https://www.ncelenviro.org/app/uploads/2023/08/CE-Utility-Briefing-Book.pdf
https://ncelenviro.org/resources/transmission-briefing-book/
https://www.energy.gov/gdo/grid-resilience-and-innovation-partnerships-grip-program
https://www.energy.gov/gdo/grid-resilience-and-innovation-partnerships-grip-program
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/wildfire
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB533/id/2434219/California-2021-SB533-Chaptered.html
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb23-166
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB762/Enrolled
https://legiscan.com/WA/text/HB1032/id/2788739/Washington-2023-HB1032-Chaptered.pdf

